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MULTIMODAL BOOSTS BUSINESS FOR TRANSPORT COMPANIES
 
 
Multimodal 2010, the UK and Ireland’s premier event for the freight transport and logistics industries, has provided a prime opportunity for transport operators to make new contacts and develop new business.
 
Exhibitors, sponsors and visitors alike have professed themselves delighted with the quality of the event.  Over 3,900 visitors attended over the event’s three days.
 
“It’s been so busy we’ve not moved off our stand”, was typical of the comments from exhibitors. 

Corporate Solutions Logistics, a first-time exhibitor at Multimodal, was delighted with the response. “This was clearly where we needed to be to launch our new marketing campaign”. 

Road haulier, Espace Europe also chose Multimodal as the springboard for its rebranding. “There was an excellent mix of visitors, from freight forwarders to manufacturers; we couldn’t have dreamt of the blue-chip shipper contacts we made”, said MD Tony Shally. 

Woodland Group were also sporting a new corporate look at the show. “It was excellent timing – just the right opportunity to launch our new look”, remarked MD Kevin Brady. “Our visitors were without exception good quality, serious business prospects.”
 
NVO, Ocean World Lines (OWL) were exhibiting at Multimodal for the third time running. “The show has become steadily more professional each year”, commented General Manager Paula Bellamy. “We’ve had visits from smaller companies, but they have all had concrete proposals which we know will translate into new business for us.” 

Gareth Walter of Zim Lines agreed that that the quality of contacts was up on last year: “We met some old customers but also picked up a lot of good new business leads. The show gets better every year.”
 
“This has been our best Multimodal yet”, added Ken Hughes, Business Development Manager at Peel Ports. “We’ve had some excellent enquiries from rail freight companies, shipping lines, freight forwarders and manufacturers wanting to use our barge facilities on the Manchester Ship Canal. We’ll be back again next year!” 
 
There was also a strong presence from across the Channel, including the French Trade Commission, the Port of Boulogne, the Port of Calais, and the Port of Dunkerque. 

“What we like is that people come from all over to be at this show”, said Vincent Brunet from the Port of Dunkerque. “This makes it very different from shows in the rest of Europe, which can be quite provincial by comparison. For us, it is an excellent opportunity to meet new UK customers and develop our position as the second most important French port for UK trade.”
 
New products for the transport industry were also much in evidence, including several computer platforms for warehouse logistics, stock-keeping systems, trackers and SATNAV. Less high-tech, but equally important from the safety point of view, was a new lashing system being promoted by Network Engineering, called Fix Marin and Fix Road. As first time exhibitors, they were delighted with the high level of enquiries.
 
Solicitors, Wright Hassall said the show had been important in helping them to understand the challenges facing the transport and logistics industries. “We provide specialist legal services to transport operators, and we have found talking directly to visitors at the show have brought some of the issues into focus for us, and helps us to keep our fingers on the pulse of the industry”, commented partner Lindsay Ellis.
 
The visual pièce de résistance at this year’s Multimodal was without doubt the PowerHaul 70001 diesel locomotive brought by Freightliner into the exhibition hall.

The 21.7 metre loco was delivered to the hall by low-loader, and is one of the first of a new generation of engines ordered by Freightliner from the USA; imported through Newport Docks in South Wales. 

The 16 cylinder 37,000hp engine was the first to haul a 30 wagon train from Felixstowe to Birmingham (the normal train length being 24 wagons). The increased train length, to be utilised on a number of freight routes, will remove the equivalent of 120 lorry loads from the roads on each of its journeys.

